Early indicators of pathological dissociation in sexually abused children.
Although reported cases of adult multiple personality disorder (MPD) are increasing, confirmation of MPD and related dissociative disorders in children remains rare. Since MPD can cause severe impairment and psychological distress, and is thought to originate in childhood, early recognition of pathological dissociation and predictors of MPD is critical. Sexual abuse in childhood has similarly been under-reported until recently, and is highly associated with the development of dissociative disorders. This paper reviews factors in the professional neglect of these syndromes as well as recent diagnostic developments in childhood dissociative disorders. The identification of subtle dissociative symptomatology in children is illustrated and two case examples are presented.